Converting MS Access to Oracle 


9/10/2001 
By ITtoolbox Popular Q&A Team for ITtoolbox as adapted from Oracle-DB-L discussion group 


Summary: 
What special issues should I take into account when converting a MS-Access Database to an 
Oracle Database? 


Full Article: 

Disclaimer: Contents are not reviewed for correctness and are not endorsed or recommended 
by ITtoolbox or any vendor. Popular Q&A contents include summarized information from 
ITtoolbox Oracle DB discussion unless otherwise noted. 


1) Adapted from response by Nancy on Fri, 7 Sep 2001 
http://Groups.|ITtoolbox.com/archives/archives.asp?l=oracle-db-l&i=14064 


There are ALOT of things to consider. Here are a few things to speed up the process and a few 
gotchas: 


1. Pay attention to the differences in ALL data types between Access and Oracle (including 
dates/times, numbers with/without decimals, char vs. varchar). 

2. When loading into Oracle, make sure that database archiving is turned off. 

3. When loading into Oracle tables, turn off logging at the table level prior to loading and turn it 
back on afterwards. 

4. If you are doing referential integrity in the database, watch out for constraint issues. 

5. Make sure there aren't any triggers/stored procedure running when you don't want them to. 
6. Don't build any indexes on the tables until AFTER they are loaded. 

7. If loading a table multiple times, consider using truncate vs. delete from. 

8. If you have a large amount of data to move, try to stay away from ODBC loads into Oracle. 
I've seen ODBC issues with large data transfers. 

9. Try to script up and document everything. You will probably need to do the process more 
than once. 

10. Watch out for special characters in the data like carriage-returns, line-feeds and others. 


If you are dumping data to a delimited file, make sure your separating 
character is not in the data. 


2) Adapted from response by Mike on Fri, 7 Sep 2001 
http://Groups.|Ttoolbox.com/archives/archives.asp?l=oracle-db-I&i=14062 


Oracle has a Migration Workbench product for MS Access to assist in coverting. | You can find 
more information at: http://technet.oracle.com/docs/tech/migration/workbench 


3) Adapted from response by Alex on Sat, 8 Sep 2001 
http://Groups.|Ttoolbox.com/archives/archives.asp?l=oracle-db-l&i=14079 


You'd do well to convert the Access files into text files and upload using sq|*loader into tables. 
This is because, MS-Access date formats may cause problems for you in Oracle. In sql*loader, 
you may have to use 'RR' for the year conversion. Numeric datatypes also have problems when 
you try to directly upload from Access. In the sql*loader file you have the freedom to specify 
your format and hence prevent data from being modified. 


